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What is the Voting Rights Act? 
President Lyndon Johnson signed the Voting Rights Act (VRA) into law on August 6, 1965. T VRA 
commemorates the lives and legacies of those who marched, struggled, and died to secure the right 
to vote for all Americans. One of the nation’s most crucial civil rights victories, it provided protection 
to minority communities and prohibited any voting practice, including poll taxes and literacy tests, 
that would abridge the right to vote on the basis of race. The Voting Rights Act is a permanent 
federal law; therefore, it will not expire. However, the VRA does contain some temporary provisions.  
 
What are the temporary provisions? 
Enacted as temporary legislation in 1965, the provisions in section five require state and local 
political jurisdictions with a documented history of discrimination to submit proposed changes to their 
voting laws to the U.S. Attorney General or to federal judges for “pre-clearance” before changes can 
take effect. This process ensures that the federal government has the ability to prevent 
discriminatory voting laws before they are implemented. For example, states must receive approval 
before changing the closing time of polling places.  
 
In 1975, the VRA was expanded to protect voting rights of significant language minority voters. 
Section 203 provides language assistance to U.S. citizens who may not speak or read English 
fluently enough to comprehend some of the complex ballot initiatives that are often part of the voting 
environment today.  

Voting Rights 
Timeline 

 

1789 - U.S. Constitution 
ratified; first elections held 

1855 - Blacks can vote 
in only five states 

1870 - 15th Amendment 
prohibits denying the right 
to vote based on “race, 
color, or previous 
condition of servitude” 

1876 - Black voters in 
the South denied 
participation 

1915 - Grandfather 
Clause used to 
disenfranchise Black 
males declared 
unconstitutional 

1920 - 19th Amendment 
gives women the right to 
vote 

1924 - Indian 
Citizenship Act provides 
suffrage for Native 
Americans 

Frequently Asked Questions 

H.R. 9, the Fannie Lou Hamer, Rosa Parks, and Coretta Scott King Voting Rights Act 
Reauthorization and Amendments Act of 2006, strengthens expiring provisions of the Voting 
Rights Act and extends them for 25 years. Earlier this month, this bill overwhelmingly passed the 
House by a vote of 390 to 33 and passed the Senate unanimously. The President signed it into 
law on Thursday, July 27. 
 
The fundamental right of African Americans to vote is guaranteed under the 15th Amendment and 
protected under the Constitution. Our right to vote is not in jeopardy. However, the administration 
and regulation of the voting process is an ongoing issue, and I am committed to ensuring that this 
right is not violated. I encourage all Americans to stay informed about voting rights issues and to 
exercise your right to vote.  



Visit my Web site and sign up to receive weekly e-mail updates at: 

ww.house.gov/kilpatrick 

 

 

WASHINGTON, DC 
1610 Longworth HOB 

Washington, DC 20515 
(202) 225-2261 

Fax (202) 225-5730 

DOWNRIVER 
3005 Biddle Ave., Room A 

Wyandotte, MI 48197 
(734) 246-0780 

Fax (734) 246-1148 

DETROIT 
1274 Library, Suite 1B  

Detroit, MI 48226 
(313) 965-9004 

Fax (313) 965-9006 

Contact Congresswoman Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick 

 

Voting Rights 
Timeline 
(continued) 

 
1961-23rd 
Amendment  gives vote 
to citizens of 
Washington, DC 

1964 -24th 
Amendment abolishes 
the poll tax for federal 
elections 

1965 -Voting Rights 
Act outlaws literacy tests 
and sends federal 
registrars to the South; 
“pre-clearance” 
provisions added 

1970 - “Pre-clearance”  
provisions renewed 

1971- 26th 
Amendment gives 18-20 
year-olds the right to 
vote 

1975 - Voting Rights 
Act amended to give 
poor speakers of English 
an opportunity to 
participate in the political 
process; “Pre-clearance” 
provisions renewed 

1982 - “Pre-clearance” 
provisions renewed 

1993 - National Votes 
Registration Act makes 
registration more uniform 
and accessible 

2006 - Voting Rights 
Reauthorization Act 
passes House and 
Senate 

Why can’t the temporary provisions be made permanent? 
Making these key expiring provisions permanent would leave them vulnerable to a Constitutional 
challenge. Congress must show each time it reauthorizes these provisions that the harms and 
discrimination they are designed to address still exist.  
 
While major provisions of the VRA apply to the entire country, nationwide application of the expiring 
provisions would shift the focus of these powerful enforcement provisions away from those areas that 
have the most significant and pervasive history of discrimination. Nationwide application would extend 
the VRA beyond the targeted jurisdictions where there is a record of voting discrimination and it 
continues to be a problem. 
 
For more information about the Voting Rights Act, visit the U. S. Department of Justice Web site at http://
www.usdoj.gov/crt/voting/intro/intro_b.htm or the American Civil Liberties Union Voting Rights Project Web site at 
http://www.votingrights.org/. 

“America is best when we all participate. We must 
continue our efforts to protect the rights of every 
American voter...the right to vote must never be 
compromised.” 

 — Congresswoman Carolyn Cheeks Kilpatrick 

The success of the VRA 
has led to significant 
political achievement 
and greater minority 

representation at all levels of 
government. In 1964, there were only 
300 black public officials nationwide. 
Today, there are more than 9,100 
African American and 6,000 Latino 
elected officials across the country, and 
the number of Asian Americans holding 
elected office has tripled. The number of 
African Americans in Congress 
increased from six in 1965 to a record 
43 in 2005. 
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<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



